
How To Study the Bible  
for Yourself



Noble / of noble birth / 
a willingness to learn

Received / receive 
readily information and 
regard it as true.

Eagerness / 
willingness, zeal, 
readiness

Examine / to engage in 
careful study of a 
question, to judge, to 
evaluate





What is First Hand Truth?

– The Short Answer –
Equipping people to study God’s Word

– A Little More Info –
First Hand Truth exists to equip people to study 

God’s Word. We attempt to both encourage
greater desire to study the Word and to educate

people to raise their confidence to study the Word 
for themselves.

We do this through weekly local workshops in 
Battle Creek, Michigan (called Adventures in 

Bible Study), and through speaking opportunities 
and workshops with individuals, families, 

churches, and schools both locally and distant.



The More Important Question 
is Who is Jesus?

– The Short Answer –
Jesus is the Son of God, the Messiah spoken of 
in the Old Testament, come from God to save 
people from their sins and give them a new 

kind of life.

– A Little More Info –
Who is the Redeemer of God’ s elect?

The only Redeemer of God’ s elect is the Lord 
Jesus Christ, (1 Tim. 2:5–6) who, being the eternal 

Son of God, became man, (John 1:14, Gal. 4:4) 
and so was, and continueth to be, God and man in 

two distinct natures, and one person, for ever. 
(Rom. 9:5, Luke 1:35, Col. 2:9, Heb. 7:24–25)

The Westminster Shorter Catechism: With Scripture Proofs



What is the Bible?

– The Short Answer –
The Word of God

– A Little More Info –
What rule hath God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy 

him?
The Word of God, which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and 

New Testaments, (2 Tim. 3:16, Eph. 2:20) is the only rule to direct us how 
we may glorify and enjoy him. (1 John 1:3–4)

The Westminster Shorter Catechism: With Scripture Proofs

We believe God’s word is Inspired: 
Verbal Plenary Inspiration

Verbal = down to the words
Plenary = completely, fully

Inspiration = from the very breath of God



Bible Study is… 

Not about knowledge acquisition 


Not about finding evidence justifying your own 
opinions / confirmation bias


The Word of God is God breathed / his very Words…


Inspired by God / written by men / they wrote real 
words within the context of real languages in real 
cultural contexts in a real history about real things


Your task in Bible Study is to determine as best you 
can what the authors meant when they put the pen to 

the paper — what was their intent?


Not, “what I get out of it”



Bible Study can be dangerous to you and to others 
around you if… 

…it is not combined with faith / hollow


…it is not empowered by the Spirit / flesh


…it is not measured with humility / arrogance


It has been used to put others down, not build them up


It has been used as a means of control


It should change you into a person like Christ / not 
a person who acts like they are God 



This morning…

A / Begin with encouragement / motivation to study


B / Move into a study of a passage of scripture and 
work through a study worksheet


C / Finish with conclusions


Please ask questions 

please feel free to add comments




Motivation
Why Study the Bible?

• _________________________?


• To Increase Your Faith



Matthew 
13:10-17





x



Allusion to Isaiah 6:9

Quote of Isaiah 6:10



Allusion to Isaiah 6:9

Quote of Isaiah 6:10



Allusion to Isaiah 6:9

Quote of Isaiah 6:10



Observation
What do we see?

• The role of a detective…


• Little things matter…


• Who, What, Where, When, Why, 
How Long, For what purpose?


• Structure


• Repeated Words


• Comparisons / Contrasts


• Key Words



— 3 Steps —

Observation


What do I see? What does it say?


Interpretation

What did they mean?  


What should I Understand to Be True?


Application

What does it mean for my life?  The Church?



Matthew 
13:10-17



Allusion to Isaiah 6:9

Quote of Isaiah 6:10
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We are going to 
skip this for later
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Study Bibles 

Commentaries 

Concordances 

Treasury of Scripture Knowledge 

Logos: Important Passages
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There is an obvious passage 
we must take some more 

time to consider…
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Interpretation
What does this mean??

• The better we do “observation” 
the better the results and the 
easier the right conclusions will 
be made.


• This is where we are in danger of 
falling back on preconceived 
ideas or opinions.


• Think through this with a number 
of questions at the read.
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Application
How does it effect my life?

• The truth of what you have 
learned can be synthesized into 
principles of life


• Be careful, sometimes the 
application is not a 1:1 
passthrough because of culture, 
language, time, etc.
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 Positive + Negative -

Truth TEACHING 
What is true!

REPROOF 
What is false!

Lifestyle
TRAINING 

What is right or good 
behavior!

CORRECTION 
What is wrong or bad 

behavior!
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Humility



What is your one takeaway?



Post Event Survey

* Make it happen on paper


* Make it happen online with qr code


* Or not at all…


