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What is First Hand Truth?

– The Short Answer –
Equipping people to study God’s Word

– A Little More Info –
First Hand Truth exists to equip people to study
God’s Word. We attempt to both encourage
greater desire to study the Word and to educate
people to raise their confidence to study the Word

for themselves.

We do this through weekly local workshops in
Battle Creek, Michigan (called Adventures in
Bible Study), and through speaking opportunities
and workshops with individuals, families,

churches, and schools both locally and distant.

Your presenter is Rick McNally, a pastor of
30 years and a person who has a deep desire
to be a part of the goal of equipping God’s

people to study and engage with the
Scriptures in a first hand manner. He has a

wonderful wife and five adult children.

His latest venture is First Hand Truth



The More Important Question
isWho is Jesus?

– The Short Answer –
Jesus is the Son of God, the Messiah spoken of
in the Old Testament, come from God to save
people from their sins and give them a new

kind of life.

– A Little More Info –
Who is the Redeemer of God’ s elect?

The only Redeemer of God’ s elect is the Lord
Jesus Christ, (1 Tim. 2:5–6) who, being the eternal
Son of God, became man, (John 1:14, Gal. 4:4)
and so was, and continueth to be, God and man in
two distinct natures, and one person, for ever.
(Rom. 9:5, Luke 1:35, Col. 2:9, Heb. 7:24–25)
The Westminster Shorter Catechism: With Scripture Proofs

What is the Bible?

– The Short Answer –
The Word of God

– A Little More Info –
What rule hath God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy

him?
The Word of God, which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and

New Testaments, (2 Tim. 3:16, Eph. 2:20) is the only rule to direct us how
we may glorify and enjoy him. (1 John 1:3–4)
The Westminster Shorter Catechism:With Scripture Proofs

We believe God’s word is Inspired:
Verbal Plenary Inspiration

Verbal = down to the words
Plenary = completely, fully

Inspiration = from the very breath of God



Prelimnary Things
Bible Study is…

Not about knowledge acquisition
Not about finding evidence justifying your

own opinions / confirmation bias
About the Word of God / The Word of God

is God breathed / his very Words…
His Message!

___________________________

It Can be Tricky…
Inspired by God / written by men / they

wrote real words within the context of real
languages in real cultural contexts in a real

history about real things
Your task in Bible Study is to determine as
best you can what the authors meant when
they put the pen to the paper — what was

their intent?
Not just, “what I get out of it”

___________________________

Bible Study Can be Dangerous…

…if it is not combined with faith
…if it is not empowerd by the Holy Spirit

…if it is not measured with humility

It has been used to put others down –
rather than build others up

It has been used as a means to control others
It should change you into a person like
Christ / not a person who acts like they

themselves are God
___________________________

OurAgenda This Morning…

A / Begin with encouragement
and motivation

B / * Move into a Study of a passage of
scripture and work through a

Study Worksheet
C / Finish with some conclusions

PS / Don’t be afraid to ask questions or add
comments along our way!





Motivation to Study

When you sre Spiritually down and find something
amazing in your Study of God’s Word

Matthew 13:10-17





















Addendum













Information about



Initial Letter / Aug 2025



This is a draft
Purpose Statement



https://firsthandtruth.org/bible-study-seminar-notes/

At the link above you can find a few things!

PDF of this booklet

Blank Bible Study Worksheet to Reproduce

PDF of the slides used

Workshop Notes



At the link below you can find financial information
of contributions to date, purchases for the ministry,

and more.

As of this time Rick McNally is not organizationally
receiving any intentional financial support. Personal

gifts can be given, of course.

Here you can find a wishlist of educational
supplies, books and hardware we are looking to
purchase for participants to use while learning to

study scripture.

Any contribution is greatly appreciated!

https://firsthandtruth.org/finances/

Give a financial gift at… Purchase educational
equipment or books…

Finances and Gifts




