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Tonight’s Goals

Introduce the Topic of Spiritual Growth

– Theologically

– Biblically (in two particular passages, two others will be
mentioned)

2 Peter 1 – Main Passage

– To examine the Qualities mentioned therein

– To talk about their prerequisite (faith) and their results

– To look at them inMacro andMicro Senses

To Give An Example of Growth Focused Bible Study

– Using the Qualities mentioned there to form a basis for a study
and the application of that study

– Walking through these Qualities as steps in growth / process

____________________________________________

Discipleship:

• The process by which we enter into a student-master
relationship with Jesus

• whereby we examine his life and his Word

• and through the application of that Word and

• God’s transformational work of/in our lives

• begin to take upon ourselves attributes of The Teacher

• and lose some of our own flaws (sin)

• yet maintaining our own identity – shaped by His.





2 Peter 1:5-7 / With Context

2 Peter 1:1–15 (ESV)

1 Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus
Christ,

To those who have obtained a faith of equal
standing with ours by the righteousness of our God

and Savior Jesus Christ:
2May grace and peace be multiplied to you in
the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.

3 His divine power has granted to us all things that
pertain to life and godliness, through the

knowledge of him who called us to his own glory
and excellence, 4 by which he has granted to us his
precious and very great promises, so that through
them you may become partakers of the divine

nature, having escaped from the corruption that is
in the world because of sinful desire.

5 For this very reason, make every effort to
supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with
knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and
self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness
with godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly
affection, and brotherly affection with love.

8 For if these qualities are yours and are
increasing, they keep you from being ineffective
or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 9 For whoever lacks these qualities is so
nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that

he was cleansed from his former sins. 10
Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to
confirm your calling and election, for if you

practice these qualities you will never fall. 11 For
in this way there will be richly provided for you an
entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and

Savior Jesus Christ.

12 Therefore I intend always to remind you of
these qualities, though you know them and are

established in the truth that you have. 13 I think it
right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by
way of reminder, 14 since I know that the putting
off of my body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus

Christ made clear to me. 15And I will make every
effort so that after my departure you may be able at

any time to recall these things.

Introductions

Salvation / God’s Actions
Our Benefits!

The Qualities of Growth /
Our Actions – His Power

The Significance of These Qualities
in Our Lives / Results

Peter Will Continue to Remind His
Readers of These Things



Your Area of Focus:

Brainstorm your area of focus for tonight?

Choose an Area of Spiritual Growth









Knowledge Continued:

Your Focus: ____________________________________

Related Ideas (Words):

The Opposite of Your Focus:



How to do a Topical Bible Study
1 / Choose your topic of study: think small to begin with, work your
way into bigger studies.

2 / Define the parameters of your study: Perhaps it is how John uses
the idea of “light” in the New Testament. As you begin consider keeping
it smaller.

3 / Find related words and ideas: If you are looking at a topic consider
finding related words to your topic that might increase the thoroughness
of your study. In the example above, perhaps you examine “shine” and
“illumine” too within that study. These can be English words that are on
point, as well as potential Greek words that are similar.

Perhaps do your first few topical studies focused on the English
Bible:
• Search the words with concordance for ideas

Work your way later into the Greek:
• Search the words in Louw-Nida for similar words nearby
• Search the words with Logos and examine the ROOT tab
in the Bible Word Study guide.

• Search the words with Logos smart search with plain
English: “Words similar to light in the book of John”

4 / Develop a list of passages and verses to consider a part of your
study. After finding the significant words search them and make a list
too consider during the rest of your study. Begin analyzing them.
Categorize them.

A / Separate out passages that are incidental usages from the
potentially more theologically significant passages / If you
were studying the idea of “light” and you found a passage that
said “it was light out” that is an incidental not a theological use of
the word.

B / Indicate a key passage(s) to be the center of your study if
possible. If you were talking about light in the book of John you
might focus on John 1, and John 9-12. A key passage is one that
talks about the subject at hand in greater detail.

B / Sometimes I like to physically print out all the Bible
verses in a study and start, cut them into individual strips of
paper, examine them and pool them into different groups
with similar themes. There’s no telling what you might learn
from this.



5 / Study as thoroughly as you can the key passage(s) as you would
any other passage study, thinking about context and meaning. Use
the other passages that you have as “related passages” or “cross
references” deepening your study.

6 / Start developing a list of principles learned about your topic.
Again, if you are studying “light in the gospel of John” you might have
noticed (1) Jesus is the light (2) when we follow Jesus we become
“light” too, etc.

7 /As you study and examine the Scripture’s handling of a topic or
an idea, adjust those principles with further knowledge.

8 / Take your principles list and find something concrete to put into
practice, apply scripture.













Takeaways!

One thing to do…

One thing to consider…

One thing to tell the Lord…














