


way, of course, but more like trying to
understand an author’s intentions.
Details are given or left out and
accounts are arranged in a certain
way for a reason. These editorial
choices are especially clear when we
have parallel texts, like Kings and
Chronicles or the Gospels, but they’re
always there to some extent. When I
ask why, it is often aimed at trying to
understand the reason something is
written the way it is.

If you were talking to a newer
believer, what in scripture do you
encourage them to study? Do you
give any advice on the technique?

I really struggle with the question of
where to begin because it depends so
much on the individual. In general, I
would advise them to begin with the
overarching story of the Old
Testament (Gen 1-3, Abraham, the
exodus, entering the land, overview of
the judges cycle, David, overview of
kings, exile, return) with a special
focus on the covenants and how they
point to Christ; then slow down and
spend a good amount of time in one
of the Gospels before finishing their
introduction with Romans. I think this
would give them a good foundation
and context for studying the Bible
going forward. But if they really want
a more focused study, then I would
encourage them to begin with
Ephesians. This short book provides
a wonderfully comprehensive
summary of the gospel and the
Christian life.

For a new believer, I don’t focus much
on technique. My main advice for
them is simply to read the Bible the
way they would a normal book (i.e.
from the beginning of a section to the
end and looking for the plain
meaning) rather than flipping it open
to random passages looking for a
“word of the day” like a sort of divine
horoscope.

What is a passage you remember
studying that popped out through
study?

It is not a specific passage, but I
gained a much greater appreciation
for the book of Revelation after a
group Bible study helped me
understand how it all works together
to encourage God's people to

faithfully persevere. It stopped feeling
like a distant, scary, confusing book
when I saw its purpose.

Can you expound on that?

Sure. So, as I said, I believe that main
purpose of Revelation is to encourage
God’s people to hold fast to our faith
in the midst of a turbulent and often
hostile world (Rev 2:7, 11, 17, 26-29;
3:5-6, 12-13, 21-22; 13:10; 14:12;
18:4; 22:10-11; etc.). There are many
challenges to our faith including
persecution, the lure of worldly
comforts, and various disasters.
Revelation addresses persecution by
showing that it is an expected piece
of living in a world in active rebellion
against God, but that He remains in
control and will punish his enemies
and vindicate his people (2:10; 3:10;
6:9-11; 11:7-13; 12:17ff; etc). It shows
that even though there may be
temporary benefits to cooperation
with the corrupt systems of the world,
they will be overthrown so God’s
kingdom is a far better investment
(13:16-17 and 14:9-12; ch. 18; etc).
Finally, the many cycles of disastrous
judgments are shown to be both just
and under God’s sovereign control.
The book reminds readers that there
is a spiritual reality behind the events
we see unfolding in the day’s
newspaper. The world is at war with
God, but he will win in the end. We
can either hold onto hope and faith,
even if we have to suffer for a little
while, in order to enter into a greater
future that we can possibly imagine;
or we can sacrifice it all to be on the
losing side.

There are still things about Revelation
that I don’t understand (and more that
I didn’t have time to say), but I find
that the visions it records make a lot
more sense to me when I look at how
they call me to faithful living
compared to trying to use them to

construct a timeline or map them to
current events. Once an older
Christian lady was talking to me about
Revelation and expressed so much
fear regarding the idea that we could
be living in those times. I thought that
was such a shame because I believe
it’s supposed to have the opposite
effect. Yes, it does speak of fearful
events, but in this fallen world most of
these terrible things are sadly
commonplace: wars, famine,
earthquakes, disease, drought,
corruption, persecution, etc. I don’t
say this to minimize the seriousness
of God’s judgments, but to
acknowledge that Revelation speaks
to the reality faced by Christians
throughout history. In the midst of all
the upheaval, the power and plan of
God shines through and we receive
assurance that our hope is still
secure. Christ is coming again. All
things will be set right. Our God will
reign forever and ever.
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